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Five - Year Sentences For Objectors 
Far Surpass Average For SSS Offenses 


Five-year sentences recently given to an increasing number of 
objectors, who either refused to register or to be inducted into the 
Armed Services after being denied a IV-E classification, far surpass 


the average sentence for Selective Service violators. 


According to 


reports recently made public for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1950, 


the average sentence of imprisonment 
for the 52 offenders convicted and sen- 
tenced during that year for violating the 
1948 Selectice Service law was 8.7 
months. (The average sentence for 123 
violators of the 1940 SS law convicted 
in fiscal 1950 was 14.9 months.) The 
report further indicates that there were 
67 SS defendants during the year. Of 
these 52 were convicted and sentenced 
while 15 were dismissed. Of the 52 
convicted and sentenced, 27 were im- 
prisoned, 24 were given probation and 
suspended sentence, and one had only 
to pay a fine. Of the 27 sentenced of- 
fenders, one was given less than one 
month, 14 were given 1 to 6 months, 
3 were sentenced 6 months to a year and 
a day, 7 were given exactly a year and 
a day, one fell in the 2 to 3 year bracket, 
and one in the 3 to 5 year group. 


These figures compare roughly to those 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1949, 
when the average sentence was 15.7 
months. During this year also there 
were 118 defendants, of whom 13 were 
dismissed or acquitted, 33 were given 
probation and suspended sentence. The 
breakdown in length of terms includes 
one who was given a sentence under one 
month, 10 were given 1 to 6 months, 8 
were sentenced 6 months to a year and 
a day, 17 were given a sentence of 


exactly one year and one day, 21 were 


given a year and a day to two years, 
8 fell in the 2 to 3 year group and 7 in 
the 3 to 5 year group. 








NEW SELECTIVE SERVICE CO 

REGULATIONS DELAYED 

As this goes to press, the new regu- 
lations for COs under the Act signed 
June 19, 1951, have not been com- 
pleted. It was necessary to postpone 
drafting CO regulations until after all 
other new regulations were prepared. 
Individual objectors as well as groups 
of COs can still present their concerns 
to governmental officials. As soon as 
the regulations are adopted their mean- 
ing will be conveyed to REPORTER 
readers. 

Meantime, it will be well to place 
orders for the new regulations by 
SENDING $3.00 TO THE SUPERIN- 
TENDENT OF DOCUMENTS, WASH- 
INGTON 25, D. C. at once. The new 
regulations, beginning with Packet 22, 
will completely replace the previous reg- 
ulations contained in packets 1 to 22. 
Many counselors should avail themselves 
of these new regulations. 











Perolees Released During Yeor 


During fiscal 1950, 4 philosophical ob- 
jectors were paroled after an average 
period of 7.8 months in prison out of 
an average sentence of 16.5 months, 
having served an average of 47% of the 
total sentence. Thirty-seven religious 
objectors served an average of 7.6 
months of their average sentences of 
18.8 months before being paroled. This 
average length of imprisonment was 
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ORDER REDUCING SENTENCE 


Following is the exact wording of an 
order by Judge Delmas C. Hill reducing 
the sentence of Robert Michener: 

“IN THE UNITED STATES DIS- 
TRICT COURT FOR THE DIS- 
TRICT OF KANSAS 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

vs. 

ROBERT BENJAMIN 

No. 8436 
“ORDER REDUCING SENTENCE 
“Now on this 17th day of April, 

1951, after careful consideration, the 

court is of the opinion that the sen- 

tence heretofore imposed upon the said 
defendant, Robert Benjamin Michener, 

on the 23rd day of February, 1951, 

should be reduced in accordance with 

the provisions of Rule 35 of the Fed- 
eral Rules of Criminal Procedure. 
“IT IS, THEREFORE, by the court 
duly considered and ordered that the 
said sentence imposed on the second 
count of the indictment be reduced and 
modified in the following particular: 

Said sentence of five years shall run 

concurrently with the sentence impos- 

ed on count one, and the sentence on 
count three of the indictment shall 
run concurrently with the sentences 
imposed upon counts one and two of 
the indictment, making a total sen- 
tence of five years to be served on 
all three counts of the indictment. 
IT IS SO ORDERED. 
(Signed) Delmas C. Hill 
Delmas C. Hill, Judge” 


40.5% of the average sentences. Three 
other SS offenders served only an aver- 
age of 6.7 months out of the average 
sentence of 13.7 months. 
Parole Requests Granted 

During the year 5 philosophical ob- 
jectors, 35 religious objectors and 28 
other SS violators made application for 
parole. (These figures differ from those 

(Continued page 2, column 1) 
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FIVE-YEAR SENTENCES 
(Continued from page 1) 
of men actually released on parole, as 
some paroles granted only were effec- 
tive the following year). Of these re- 
quests no philosophical-objector cases, 
only 2 religious-objector cases, and 11 
other SS cases were denied parole. 
Note: the division into philosophical and 
religious objectors is a Prison Record 
designation. 
Discharges During Fiscal 1950 

There were 77 discharges of SS offen- 
ders from prison in the year preceding 
June 30, 1950. Of these, 6 were foreign 
sympathizers, 9 were philosophical ob- 
jectors, 43 were religious objectors and 
19 were other SS offenders. 

Age, Race, and Nativity of Offenders 

The average age of violators of the 
1948 Act was 25.0 years. It must be 
remembered that these figures are for the 
year preceding the reactivation of the 
draft and the outbreak of the Korean 
War. Probably the age has lowered con- 
siderably since this time. Of all the 39 
sentenced SS violators received by the 
Prison Bureau from the courts during 
the year 36 were native-born and 3 
foreign-born while 27 were white and 12 
were Negro. 

Figures for the fiscal year just ended 
June 30, 1951, will probably not be avail- 
able for some time yet but will likely 
reveal interesting trends. 


Editor 








CO COMMISSIONER IN WORLD 
WAR I DIES 

Dr. Roswell Cheney McCrea, economist 
and dean emeritus of the School of Busi- 
ness at Columbia University died in New 
Jersey on July 3. He was civilian com- 
missioner on conscientious objectors for 
the War Department during World 
War I. 


New Defense 





Department Directive on 


Noncombatant COs Released on June 18 


Editor's Note: The historic peace churches affiliated with NSB in no 
way officially hold the I-A-O position. But we receive many inquiries 


about it; hence this article. 


On June 18, 1951, the Department of Defense released Directive 
number 110.06-1 entitled “Disposition of Conscientious Objectors.” 


The purpose of the directive is to set 
“forth the procedure regarding the dis- 
position to be made of individuals on 
active duty in the armed forces who 
claim a conscientious objection to par- 
ticipation in war.” Section A of Part II 
of the directive is entitled “Enlisted men 
classified by Selective Service System 
as I-A-O.” It states the men inducted 
with a I-A-O classification shall be in- 
ducted into noncombatant service as de- 
fined by the President’s Executive Order 
No. 10028 of 13 January 1949. The defini- 
tion of noncombatant service is as fol- 
lows: 


“(a) Service in any unit of the arm- 
ed forces which is unarmed at 
all times; 

Service in the medical depart- 
ment of any of the armed forces, 
wherever performed; or 

Any other assignment the pri- 
mary function of which does not 
require the use of arms in com- 
bat; provided that such other as- 
signment is acceptable to the in- 
dividual] concerned and does not 
require him to bear arms or to 
be trained in their use. 

“The term ‘noncombatant training’ 
shall mean any training which is not 
concerned with the study, use, or han- 
dling of arms or weapons.” 


(b) 


(c) 


Regular Training, Except .. . 

Any man thus inducted with a I-A-O 
“shall be subject to all regular training, 
except the portions thereof specifically 
excepted by Executive Order No. 10028” 
noted above. After recruit training is 
completed such men shall be transferred 
to the Hospital Corps or Medical Depart- 
ment if they meet the requirements. If 
a man fails to meet these standards he 
shall be kept in other noncombatant 
work. Regarding medical service the 
Directive states that “such men, because 
of assignment to medical units will not 
be allowed to avoid the important or 
hazardous duties which are the respon- 
sibility of all members of the medical 
organization.” 


The Directive also prescribes proce- 
dures for men who claim they were 
classified as conscientious objectors but 
whose military records do not so indicate, 
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for men whose conscientious-objector 
claims were denied by the local board, 
and for men who are now in the service, 
either as draftees or volunteers, who 
currently claim religious scruples to com- 
batant duties. If a man in the armed 
services claims he should have been 
classified I-A-O but his military records 
do not so indicate, the Commanding Offi- 
cer shall obtain a “statement from the 
individual concerned and refer the case 
to the Bureau or Personnel Officer for 
investigation and decision.” If it is de- 
cided a man should have been given the 
I-A-O his records shall be changed and 
he shall be treated as if inducted with a 
I-A-O. 

If a man in the service claims con- 
scientious objection to combatant service, 
whether drafted but denied a I-A-O by 
the local board or a volunteer into the 
armed forces, he can proceed according 
to the following quotation from Direc- 
tive: 

“a. If it is determined that no change 
in classification is warranted, the 
individual will be notified to this 
effect and he should be informed 
that to obtain further considera- 
tion, he must present a certifica- 
tion from the pastor of his church 
stating that at the time of induc- 
tion he was a member of such 
church and that the religious con- 
victions of the church, or the man 
himself, do not permit him to be 
assigned to combat service. 

b. The Commanding Officer, and a 
chaplain, if available, shall inter- 
view the man and review the state- 
ment of the pastor of the church. 
The Commanding Officer shall 
interview the man and review the 
statement of the pastor of the 
church. The Commanding Officer 
shall then submit q report to the 
Bureau, or Personnel Officer, along 
with the clergyman’s statement, 
or certification, expressing his 
opinion as to the sincerity of the 
man and make recommendation 
as to whether or not the individual 
concerned should be transferred 
to noncombatant duties. 


(Continued page 4, column 1) 





Neufeld and Klemme Join 
NSBRO Staff and Board 


Elmer Neufeld took up his duties as Associate Secretary of the 
National Service Board on June 11, 1951, after selection by a committee 
designated by the Board of Directors on March 5. At the same meet- 
ing Dr. Huber F. Klemme was also elected as a fifth member of the 
Board of Directors, having previously been nominated at the January 


29 meeting of the NSB Consultative 
Council. 

Mr. Neufeld, a member o* the General 
Conference Mennonite Church and 1951 
graduate of Bethel College, is from In- 
man, Kansas. He was in CPS from 
1944-1946 having served in the Colorado 
Springs base camp, as secretary of the 
Park Engineering Office in Belton, Mon- 
tana, and in Southern Wisconsin Colony 
and Training School. In college he was 
a social science major, co-editor of The 
Bethel Collegian for a year, president of 
the senior class, member of the National 
Pi Kappa Delta in debate, and was 
affiliated with the Student Volunteers 
and Peace Club. He taught in elemen- 
tary school for a year and did part time 
work, during his senior year in college, 
as editorial assistant on The Mennonite 
in make-up and proofreading. A six and 
one-half pound daughter, the first child, 
joined the Neufeld family on July 4, 
1951. 

Dr. Klemme is currently the Executive 
Secretary of the Commission on Chris- 
tian Social] Action of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church with offices in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Following graduation 
from Johns Hopkins in 1929, where he 
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, he at- 
tended Union Theological Seminary in 
New York from which he graduated in 
1932. He then served pastorates in 
Newark, N. J., Alexandria, Kentucky, 





HUBER F. KLEMME 





ELMER NEUFELD 
Fairborn, Ohio, and Grosse Pointe, 
Michigan. He became the first full-time 
executive of the Commission on Chris- 
tain Social Action in 1945, after having 
served as a member of the Commission 
for five years. Dr. Klemme has been 
very active on behalf of conscientious 
objectors for a number of years. He 
has contributed regularly to several of 
his denominational periodicals, is active 
in local interdenominational work in 
Cleveland, and is both a Commission 
member and alternate delegate in the 
National Council of Churches. In 1950 
Heidelberg College recognized his work 
by conferring on him the Doctor of 
Divinity Degree. Dr. Klemme is the 
proud father of two daughters and one 
son. 
Other Board Personnel 

The four members of the Board already 
serving at the time of Dr. Klemme’s 
election are Orie O. Miller, chairman, 
Dr. E. LeRoy Dakin, vice-chairman, Dr. 
James Crain, recording secretary and 
Dr. W. Harold Row, treasurer. A brief 
biography of Mr. Miller and Dr. Dakin 
appeared in the Reporter some months 
ago. Following are brief biographies of 
Dr. Crain and Dr. Row. 

James A. Crain 
Dr. Crain was born in Clarkesville, 
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Texas, and early in life looked toward 
the Christian ministry. He received his 
A.B. and A.M. from Texas Christian 
University and later studied in Univer- 
sity of Chicago and Friends’ University. 
He received his D.D. from Spokane Uni- 
versity. He held pastorates with the 
Disciples of Christ in Fort Worth, 
Wichita, Wilkinsburg, Pa., and Nevada, 
Mo. He was Secretary of the Norfolk, 
Va., and Omaha, Neb., Councils of 
Churches prior to accepting his present 
position of Executive Secretary of the 
Department of Social Welfare, The 
United Christian Missionary Society of 
the Disciples of Christ. 

Although a chaplain during World 
War I, Dr. Crain is an outstandimg paci- 
fist. He has been active in the field of 
social service foy many years, being 
affiliated with the National Conference 
of Social Work and the Church Confer- 
ence of Social Work. He was president 
of the latter organization for a time. 
He is a Commission member of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, served on 
the National Service Board during World 
War II, has written extensively, and 
has travelled widely on the continent on 
several occasions. He is the father of 
a daughter and son, the latter a medical 
doctor. 

W. Harold Row 


W. Harold Row was born in Junior, 
W. Va., in 1912. While studying at 
Bridgewater College, Bridgewater, Va., 
he served as pastor of the Summit 
Church of the Brethren. After receiv- 
ing his B.A. from Bridgewater in 1933, 
Mr. Row served as pastor of the Chris- 
tianburg, Va. Church of the Brethren. 
In 1934 he married Leona Zigler. Two 


(Continued page 4, column 3) 
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DEFENSE DEPARTMENT DIREC- 
TIVE ON NONCOMBATANT COs 
(Continued from page 2) 


c. Upon first referring of the case, 
pending its decision, the individ- 
ual should be retained at his com- 
mand and employed in noncomba- 
tant duties.” 


The Army and Navy have also issued 
regulations on noncombatant service for 
COs, and the Air Force is in the process 
of doing so. (Use the blank below to 
write NSB for copies of these regula- 
tions). The Army regulation is similar 
to that of the Defense Department Di- 
rective described above. It also states 
that I-A-O men, or men granted noncom- 
batant service after coming into the 
army without a I-A-O classification, shall 
be assigned “to one of the following, 
whichever is nearest. 

“a. (Ll) Medical Replacement Training 

Center, Fort Meade, Maryland 
(after activation) for 14 
weeks training; or 

Third Armored Division, Fort 
Knox, Kentucky; Sixth Infan- 
try Division, Fort Ord, Cali- 
fornia; or Tenth Infantry 
Division, Fort Riley, Kansas, 
for 6 weeks training, upon 
completion of which he will be 
assigned by the training divi- 
sion to the Medical Replace- 
ment Training Center, Brooke 
Army Medical Center, Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas, for com- 
pletion of training. 


(Continued next column) 





ORDER BLANK FOR MATERIALS 
ON NONCOMBATANT SERVICE 
NSBRO, 1105 K St., N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed find $.20 for which please 

send me the following: 

1. Dept. of Defense Directive No. 
110.06-1, June 18, 1951, on “Dis- 
position of Conscientious Objec- 
tors.” 

. Army Regulations 615-203, March 
9, 1951, “Classification of Con- 
scientious Objectors.” 

. Navy Bureau of Personnel Cir- 
cular Letter No. 176-50, Novem- 
ber 13, 1950, “Conscientious Ob- 
jector: Disposition Of.” 

. Memo on I-A-O and noncombatant 
service for objectors by A. S. 
Curry. 

Name . 

Address 











ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
RESTRICTS EMPLOYMENT OF 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
In an appendix to a recent report of 

the Atomic Energy Commission there are 

listed the criteria for determining eligi- 
bility for personnel security clearance. 

Category (B) of these criteria “includes 

those classes of derogatory information 

where the extent of activities, the atti- 
tude or convictions of the individual must 

be weighed in determining whether a 

presumption of risk exists.” Item 8 of 

Category (B) reads as follows: 

“Conscientious objection to service 
in the armed forces during time of 
war, when such objections cannot be 
clearly shown to be due to religious 
convictions.” 





NOTE TO COUNSELORS 


We still find that many men encoun- 
ter difficulty because they do not fill in 
properly Form 150. Five cents will bring 
you “How to Fill in Form 150° by 
writing our office. Remember too that 
carefully following the procedures is im- 
portant. Be familiar with them. Also, 
even if a man refuses to register, or to 
submit to induction after denial of a 
IV-E, much can be done to keep short 
the sentence and otherwise help in the 
defense. 











(Continued from preceding column) 
“b. Conscientious objectors may be 
selected for school training at 
the Medical Field Service only, 
Brooke Army Medical Center, 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
under the selection procedures 
contained in SR 615-215-1.” 

The Navy regulations are practically 
identical to the new Defense Depart- 
ment Directive. 

A future article in the Reporter based 
on a memo by A. S. Curry, will describe 
our observations on I-A-O and non- 
combatant service. It is chiefly to the 
effect that even the above rules are not 
followed in many cases. 


STAFF, BOARD AND OFFICE 
PERSONNEL 


(Continued from page 3) 


active children now enliven the house- 
hold. 

From 1936 to 1939 Mr. Row was pas- 
tor of the Norristown, Pa. Church of the 
Brethren, and studied at Crozer Theo- 
logical Seminary and the University of 
Pennsylvania. He received his M.A. 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 
February, 1939, his B.D. from Crozer 
in June 1939, and his D.D. from Bethany 
Biblical Seminary in May, 1950. 

After graduation from seminary he 
became pastor of the Richmond, Va. 
Church of the Brethren and served 
there until 1942. 

The Brethren Service Commission call- 
ed Dr. Row in 1942 to be National 
Director of Brethren Civilian Public 
Service. In 1946 he was appointed As- 
sociate Secretary of the Brethren Serv- 
ice Commission and in 1948 was ap- 
pointed Secretary to succeed M. R. 
Zigler. In addition to his extensive 
travels in the United States, Dr. Row 
has made administrative trips to Puerto 
Rico and to Europe. 

He is affiliated with the Association 
of Church Social Workers, the Fellow- 
ship of Southern Churchmen, National 
Conference of Social Work, National 
Association for Mental Health, and var- 
ious other organizations. 


Office Personnel 


Three regular office secretaries, Ann 
Hunt, Erma Zook, and Berneita Gorden 
(a Brethren Volunteer) carry the office 
secretarial load. In cases when the load 
becomes unusually heavy they are as- 
sisted by Mrs. Betty Hughes and Mrs. 
Ida Comptom. A skilled, certified ac- 
countant keeps record of NSB finances. 
Julian Griggs, Conrad Snavely, and Ross 
Sanderson, Jr. gave special help as tem- 
porary case workers prior to the com- 
ing of Elmer Neufeld. As this goes to 
press the part-time services of a lawyer 
are anticipated. 
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